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The ups and downs of the so-called “special relationship” between the United Kingdom and the 
United States is one of the major themes of the history of the twentieth century, and the single 
figure who embodied that association in all its many, varied and contradictory guises was 
Winston Churchill, who actually coined the phrase.  For while he was often regarded as someone 
who embodied in his own person the transatlantic union of the English-speaking peoples, his 
relationship with the United States was much more nuanced and complex (and, occasionally, 
hostile) than is often supposed, and this seminar will explore and tease out these nuances, 
complexities (and, occasionally, hostilities), in the broader context of Anglo-American 
interactions during Churchill’s lifetime, when Uncle Sam succeeded John Bull as the greatest 
power in the west and in the world – a development which Churchill viewed with decidedly 
mixed feelings. 
 
The materials on Churchill’s life are exceptionally abundant and fascinatingly vivid, including 
his own published books and extensive journalism, the official biography and its many 
companion volumes, the published diaries of many of his contemporaries, and a vast and 
constantly expanding secondary literature from historians and biographers from around the 
world.  All this makes Churchill and America an ideal subject for writing research papers, 
ranging from his first lecture tours to the US to his relations with Harry Truman and Eisenhower 
during his last prime ministership from 1951-55. 
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