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This seminar is open to students who wish to explore this big question through research projects 
that use any locale in which human groups colonized ecosystems or other human groups 
anywhere in the Americas and Europe from 1492 to 1800. While much of the focus of the 
readings will be on the different patterns of European colonization in north, meso and south 
America and the Caribbean, the course as a whole will challenge the assumption that 
colonization is something that peoples (‘the Portuguese’, ‘the Dutch’) or nations – ‘Spain’, or 
‘France’, or ‘England’ do to overseas territories and their peoples. This means that students will 
be encouraged to think more broadly about why and how the different groups that made up 
societies during the formative period of early Atlantic capitalism colonized the fundamental 
ingredients of life and social reproduction everywhere -- water, land and biosphere on both sides 
of the ocean.  
 
During the first half of the course, you will explore the meaning and practice of various forms, 
terrains and agents of colonization through discussions of the literature on the broad topic within 
the big space and connected primary sources. These readings will range from north to south of 
the Americas and east to west on the Atlantic, so while they will focus on specific places, times 
and dynamics the overall geographic and temporal coverage will be as broad as possible given 
the limitations of our (short) semester. During the second half, you will go from identifying 
specific cases within the general theme on which you would like to focus for your individual 
projects to actually executing a piece of original research using sources in whatever language(s) 
and formats (textual, iconographic, or cartographic, for example) you are able to read capably. 
There will be plenty of peer, professor and librarian help along the way. 
 

 

	


