
History Courses to Consider Fall 2016

Please note: First-year students should be encouraged to try either 200- or 300-level courses in 
History, according to their own interests.  In general, the difference between 200- and 300-level 
courses is a matter of the topic’s breadth (200-level courses covering longer periods of time and/
or larger areas of space than 300-level courses) rather than indicating any degree of difficulty, 
pre-assumed knowledge, etc.

While a 200-level course is necessary for entry into the Department, students need not “start” 
their History careers with one.  First-year students are welcome and encouraged to take 
300-level courses regardless of their previous experience.

HIS 201 - A History of the World
Adelman W 10:00AM-10:50AM
 What’s so new about our global age?  A lot, as it turns out.  But there have 
been many previous experiments in what we now call globalization.  There was a time 
in which caravans of camels plied the trade routes from China to the Mediterranean, 
not unlike modern multinationals; travelers wrote about far away lands, not unlike 
modern bloggers; and weaponized conquerors swept across continents to create new, 
multicultural empires.  Across the centuries, commerce, communications, and conquest 
sutured the world into one piece.  There were, of course, great, violent explosions, 
from the revolutionary wars of the eighteenth century to the Second World War and 
Cold War.  Integration, breakdown, re-integration – this course surveys the people and 
machinery that made the modern world, and ends with a study of our current, fragile 
age.  This course is global in a second sense.  While there will still be weekly precepts 
and live meetings with me in what will be “town hall” conversations, the course is taught 
online – where you will find my lectures, precept assignments, and reading packets.  
You will also find the rest of the world waiting for you from around the world--fellow stu-
dents from Russia, Brazil, and Australia working on the same assignments as you and 
sharing their insights about our world.  But what will make this course extra special this 
year is a sequence of historical case studies about the history of refugees and state-
less people.  Right now, the global refugee crisis is the world’s most pressing humani-
tarian challenge.  If you are interested in this topic and this challenge, come and learn 
with fugitives who will be enrolled in the course from their camps in Kenya, Jordan, and 
Germany.  This course will be a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
HIS 207/EAS 207 - History of East Asia to 1800Conlan/Peterson
M,W 11:00AM-11:50AM
 This course explores the political, intellectual, economic and cultural aspects of 
China and Japan from ancient times through the eighteenth century from the perspec-
tive of political authority, with a particular focus on leaders and leadership elites.

HIS 270/AMS 370 - Asian American HistoryLew-Williams
T,Th 10:00AM-10:50AM
 Princeton students have been fighting for four decades for the university to 
offer Asian American studies courses. Come find out why. This class will approach U.S. 
history from the racial margins of the nation, focusing on East Asian, South Asian, and 
Southeast Asian migrants and their descendants. Each lecture will consider both a 
topic and a question. Lectures will include: Chinese Exclusion (or Why did the United 
States invent border control to keep out the Chinese?); The Fragmented South Asian 
Diaspora (or Are Asian Americans between black and white?); The Model Minority (or 
How did Asian Americans become the “good” race?); and Transnational Asian Adoption 
(or What are the politics of coerced migration?). Students at all levels and from all fields 
are welcome.
HIS 281 - Approaches to European History
Mintzker M,W 3:00PM-4:20PM
 A Princeton tradition, this class is an introduction to the sources and methods 
of studying European history. It is especially recommended to Freshmen and Sopho-
mores who are considering History as their major, because it gives students a leg up in 
writing their JPs and theses. The course consists of three units, each of which centers 
on a single legal case in European history. This year, the cases will be: Galileo’s fa-
mous trial in 17th-century Italy; Joseph Süss Oppenheimer’s (“Jew Süss”) remarkable 
case in 18th-century Germany; and Stalin’s show trials in the mid-20th century. The 
class assumes no prior knowledge of European history on the part of the students, and 
is almost solely based on primary sources. It meets twice weekly, with each unit culmi-
nating with a short analytical paper.
HIS 283 - War in the Modern Western World
Bell T,Th 11:00AM-11:50AM
 Warfare has always been central to the human condition, and few if any factors 
have been as decisive in shaping modern Western history. This course surveys war in 
the Western world from the end of the Middle Ages to the present day. Each week of 
the course highlights a particular conflict, from the Hundred Years War and the Battle 
of Agincourt, through the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, the American Civil War 
and the World Wars, down to the present day. While due attention is given to strategy, 
tactics, and technological change, the course also sets the changes in warfare within 
broad political, social, and cultural contexts. Readings include eye-witness accounts, 
literature about warfare, and historical books and essays.

HIS 303 - Colonial Latin America to 1810
Candiani T,Th 11:00AM-11:50AM
 This is a course where we find out how what is today Latin America came to 
be. Would you like to understand why it is so different from North America – or even 
just how different it is? Or why there are indigenous and non-indigenous peasantries 
in so many of its countries today? Or maybe you’ve wondered how it was possible for 
Spanish and Portuguese rule to last so long there, in contrast with the history of colo-
nialism in North America? Perhaps, instead, what keeps you awake deep into the night 
is not knowing where the American baroque comes from, how it sounds and why it was 
so unique. Whatever your questions about this extraordinary and contradictory conti-
nent, this is the course to find some answers while learning what made Latin America 
the way it is as well as how it helped make the Early Modern world.

HIS 324/EAS 354 - Early Modern China
Bian T,Th 10:00AM-10:50AM

 How did China become the country we know today? When did it develop its 
official language, territorial extent, and even regional cuisines? The answer lies further 
back in time than the nationalist and communist revolutions in the twentieth century, or 
China’s traumatic encounters with Western and Japanese imperialism in the nineteenth 
century. This course presents an alternative narrative by considering the period be-
tween 1400 and 1800 as China’s long “early modern” era: We will begin by examining 
the Ming dynasty’s founding vision and prominent role in global economy of the day, 
and trace the crises that eventually led to its demise in mid-seventeenth century. We 
will then follow the rise of the Great Qing Empire to the apogee of its power, paying 
special attention to its legacy in shaping a political culture that features a centralized, 
authoritarian regime governing via support of local elite. Along the way, we encoun-
ter extraordinary lives and ordinary aspirations of men and women living in Ming and 
Qing China, and work with translated primary sources to address perennial themes in 
history such as power, ideology, and love. No previous knowledge in Chinese history 
assumed; fun will be had with short podcast recordings in lieu of response papers.

HIS 332 - India Before Europe: Politics, Religion and Culture in South Asia, 1000-1857AD
Cherian M,W 3:30PM-4:50PM

 The Twitter hashtag #RemoveMughalsFromBooks trended for a few days in 
March 2016, articulating a demand for the deletion of all references in history textbooks 
to the dynasty that ruled India between the sixteenth and the eighteenth centuries. And 
yet, it is from the ramparts of the Mughal-built Red Fort in Delhi that the Indian Prime 
Minister addresses the nation each year on the occasion of its Independence Day. 
How do we make sense of this seeming contradiction? What indeed is the place of 
the Mughal and other medieval and early modern courts in South Asian history? This 
lecture course offers a survey of the history of South Asia from the eleventh through 
the mid-nineteenth centuries, tracing the elite as well as popular interactions between 
the Islamicate and the Indic that followed the establishment of the first Islamic polities 
in the region. It introduces students to the transformations in politics, economy, society, 
and culture in the region as it underwent unprecedented integration into an increasingly 
inter-connected globe.

HIS 373 - Democracy and Slavery in the New Nation
Wilentz T,Th 10:00AM-10:50AM
 Between the American Revolution and the Civil War, the United States became 
one of the largest and richest slaveholding societies in world history – if not the larg-
est and richest. At the same time, the nation emerged as the most democratic polity 
on earth, and generated unprecedented antislavery politics that in time would bring 
slavery’s immediate destruction – the most dramatic emancipation in world history. In 
the paradox of these developments lies the central problem of American history – and 
in History 373, we get to the heart of the matter. Chiefly through intensive reading and 
discussion of primary documents, we examine the growth of democracy and slavery 
in the new republic, and trace the political and social repercussions, from the age of 
Thomas Jefferson to the age of Abraham Lincoln.  

HIS 372 - Revolutionary America Dun M,W 10:00AM-10:50AM
 Snap on a TV or radio during this long election season and you’ll quickly get a 
sense of the continuing relevance of the American Revolutionary era.  Whether on the 
lips of the candidates, the chants of protesters, or the positions of tea partiers, every-
one seems to want to claim the character and meaning of the nation’s moment of origin 
in order to justify their ideas, desires, and arguments.  This course, by offering a close 
and careful exploration of the causes and course of the conflict—and then by tracing 
the development of the new nation into the early nineteenth century—will empower you 
to engage with those claims.

HIS 374 - History of the American West
Sandweiss M,W 10:00AM-10:50AM
Help crowd-source the transcriptions of Princeton’s Gold-Rush diaries! Learn to de-
code the meanings of historical photographs! Join us, as we head west and cover five 
hundred years of history, from pre-contact Indian cultures to the contemporary sprawl 
of the LA freeways. We’ll examine how native homelands became international hinter-
lands and later a part of the United States. Using journals, novels, legal texts, and films, 
we’ll think about how Americans imagined and defined the West as a specific region, 
and consider how central ideas about race, federal power, resource management, and 
national identity both originated in and reshaped the West.
HIS 406 - Woodrow Wilson’s America
Yellin M 7:30PM-9:20PM
 In the fall of 2015, Princeton students focused the world’s attention on Woodrow 
Wilson’s record of racism at Princeton and beyond. Wilson, the 28th President of the 
United States, was an alumnus, a faculty member, and a president of Princeton. His 
name appears on the School of Public and International Affairs and a residential college, 
and his image graces several rooms on campus. It is no exaggeration to say thatPrinc-
eton venerates Woodrow Wilson. But what do scholars say about him today? How do 
we contextualize his history and his fame? And how did his views on race and gender 
impact his work and his legacy?  This course will explore Wilson’s life and times, from 
his childhood in the South through the political battle for the League of Nations to the 
questions of his legacies today. In addition to reading the latest scholarship on Wilson 
and the Progressive era, we will also consider some of Wilson’s own scholarly work and 
have an opportunity to delve into the archival records of the Woodrow Wilson Papers. 

HIS 491 - History of Ecology and Environmentalism
Milam T 1:30PM-4:20PM
 From a scientific perspective, ecologists study the interactions between and 
among organisms and their environments. From an activist perspective, however, 
ecology is synonymous with the environmental movement, green politics, and conser-
vation. This course explores this dynamic tension between science and political activ-
ism, between professional identity and personal conviction as a historical phenomenon 
that developed over the course of the twentieth century. We will discuss how ecological 
ideas have been incorporated into environmental discussions surrounding wilderness 
preservation, population control, the DDT controversy, wildlife conservation in the 
developing countries, questions of environmental justice, invasive species, climate 
change, and more. Throughout the course, we will situate the history of ecological 
ideas and environmental concepts within their cultural, political, and social environ-
ments. Although background knowledge of ecology or familiarity with current environ-
mental issues will be helpful, such prior knowledge is neither necessary nor required. 
 


